
Board of Directors 

President: Jim Wood 

Vice President: Terry Grassley 

Secretary:  Megan Adukaitis 

Treasurer:  Sumati (Sue) Gopal-Gera                              

Dr. Roula Elliker  

Dr. James Elliker  

Ronald J. Hunsicker  

Robert Libutti  

Sonya Smith  

Denise Strohmayr  

Dr. Anna Weitz 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Staff 

Executive Director:  Ryan A. Breisch 

Case Manager:  Beverly Hirneisen 

Administrative Assistant.:  Lily Ponce 

Evening Desk:  Rob Rio 

Data Entry Coordinator:  Wendy Rio 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Pat Rittenhouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructional Staff 

Katie Evans 

Susan Fineman 

Nancy Graff 

Elisa Hammes 

Guadalupe Kasper 

Pamela Sonon 

Ramona Turpin 

Kim Zeintek 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org.     
U.S. Postage  

PAID          
Reading, PA      

Permit No. 59 

Our Code is 32 

Dates to Remember: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.lcrb.org 

Literacy Council Board and Staff 

May 24   Board Meeting 5:30 pm 

May 31  Office Closed– Memorial Day  

June 3 Spring Term Ends  

June 10-11 English Forward Training  

June 28 Board Meeting 5:30 pm 

Access our website’s Calendar of Events under the Events tab for the most up recent changes. 

35 South Dwight Street 
West Lawn, PA  19609 

GED® is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education (ACE) and administered exclusively by GED Testing Service LLC under license. 

OFFICE HOURS      
 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday                                
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
Tuesday                                                          
8:00 am to 9:00 pm   
 
IN THIS ISSUE  
 In Memory of Mrs. Joan Breisch 

 LCRB Announcements  

 Meet Nancy Graff & Student Congrats 

PLEASE READ! 
Published Bi-monthly                                        

The Literacy Council helps people better              
communicate, collaborate and contribute to 

their workplace and community.  The Council’s 
vision is to eradicate illiteracy in Berks County 

by teaching people the vital reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language skills needed 

to improve their  quality of life and enable more  
productive employment and  community           

citizenship. 

May – June 2021 

          In Memory of Mrs. Joan M. Breisch (2/1/37 -  4/13/21) 

Retirement message from Mrs. Joan M. Breisch- December 2009... 

This is being written with extreme mixed emotions. After twenty-one years 

on the job, I will be passing the baton. The Literacy Council has been my 

heart and soul for all that time as I saw many changes take place. One of the 

biggest changes of all took place when we grew from a one-on-one               

contingent of tutors and students and expanded to 18 ESL classes a week, 

not to mention generating classes in factories and other institutions that 

needed our help while keeping up with new technology along the way.  

The Literacy Council can be proud of its accomplishments, as tutors,                

volunteers, and staff made all these things happen in our 41 years of          

existence. I was proud to see the growth of its accomplishments and most 

of all, to see the accomplishments of the thousands of students attaining 

their myriad of goals.  

I am also very proud to be able to pass the baton to my grandson, Ryan Breisch, who has made many of these 

changes possible in the 16 years of his career here. He has been honored for his work through the               

Pennsylvania Department of Adult Basic Education and is highly respected for his work with other agencies 

as well. We all know he will continue to be an asset to your organization and I can leave with peace in        

knowing it will continue to grow.  

Thank you all for your support in my years here. You’re a great group—the baton has been passed! Now I’ll 

finally have time to catch up with my reading, stitching, and knitting.  
 

You will be missed. The Literacy Council would not be what it is today without you. Your memories will never be 

forgotten! There are no goodbyes. Wherever you’ll be, you’ll be in our hearts.  

Rest in Peace.  



Did you know you can 

give online? 

Go to:  

www.lcrb.org  

click on the $  
symbol at the  

bottom of the page and 

follow the prompts. It is 

easy and convenient! 

 

 

 

                    

Have you checked out 

our Facebook page?  

On our Facebook page, 

you will see highlights 

of events and Literacy 

Council news. We will 

also be posting      

weather-related         

closures, COVID-19     

updates, and other      

important      

information. Please like 

and share our FB page 

with your friends!   

              

 

 

 

 

We need  

Volunteer  Tutors!  

Please contact  

Pat Rittenhouse  

pat@lcrb.org 

610.670.9960 x102 

Food for Thought: 

 “Your mind is a garden. Your thoughts are the seeds. You can grow 

flowers or you can grow weeds.”  

-Jonathan C. Short  

 

Spring has sprung and we are buzzing at the Council! 

Our Spring Term is going great! Our students are doing 

a fabulous job with our remote sessions and                 

attendance has been very good. A huge “Thank you” to 

all of our students, instructors, tutors, volunteers and 

staff members for your flexibility during these difficult 

times. You have proven how devoted you are to the 

Council! Keep up the great work!  

Most of our staff and instructors have received 

at least their first COVID-19 vaccination.       

Vaccinations will be available for everyone 

over the age of 18 starting April 19. Tower 

Health MyChart and PennState St. Joseph have 

made it easy to schedule your appointment.    

If you are a student and need assistance      

scheduling your vaccine appointment please call our Case Manager, Bev Hirneisen, 

and she will be happy to help!  Let’s work together to make our community safe. 

Teach Adults to Speak and Listen in English 

Next Training: August 5-6, 2021 

Time: 9:00 am-3:30 pm both days 

Location: Literacy Council of Reading-Berks  
                    35 S. Dwight St., West Lawn, PA 19609  
 
 
For more information or to register, contact     
Patricia Rittenhouse at pat@lcrb.org or 
610.670.9960 X102 

 

Leahm Rodono  

passed entire  

GED® exam in April! 

Meet Nancy Graff 

Nancy Graff was born in Bangkok Thailand and immigrated with her family 

to the United States at age 2; eventually becoming a naturalized citizen 20+ 

years ago. Graduated from California Area Senior High in California, she     

attended University of PA and earned a BA in Biological Basis of Behavior. 

She then attended Temple Medical School in Philadelphia, earning a medical 

degree. She trained as a plastic surgeon and was board certified and         

practiced until health issues required a transition into a different path. 

Volunteering as a tutor with Literacy Council led to teaching the course for 

students to become citizens, which led to teaching ESL 2 and recently      

teaching ESL 1. Volunteering is a joy, especially with Hawk Mountain as a 

STEM NOVA mentor and Scout Troop 430 as a merit badge counselor. 

She is on the board of Miss Teen Reading and a mentor for Reading High 

young ladies interested in pursuing education after high school. Nancy is a 

frequent donor at Miller Keystone Blood Bank, donating blood, platelets,    

and plasma as needed. She currently is volunteering at COVID 19 vaccination 

clinics to help make our community safer for everyone. 


