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www.lcrb.org 

Literacy Council Board and Staff 

January 1 Office Closed– New Year’s Day   

January  18 Office Closed– MLK Day  

January 20 GED® Info Session  11:00 am 

January 25 Board Meeting 5:30 pm 

February 15 Office Closed– President’s Day  

February 22 Board Meeting  5:30 pm 

   

   

Access our website’s Calendar of Events under the Events tab for the most up recent changes. 

35 South Dwight Street 
West Lawn, PA  19609 

GED® is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education (ACE) and administered exclusively by GED Testing Service LLC under license. 

OFFICE HOURS      
 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday                                
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
Tuesday and Thursday                                         
8:00 am to 9:00 pm   
 
IN THIS ISSUE  
• Update on Winter Term 

• A message from our Executive Director 

• Meet Elisa Hammes 

PLEASE READ! 
Published Bi-monthly                                        

The Literacy Council helps people better              
communicate, collaborate and contribute to 

their workplace and community.  The Council’s 
vision is to eradicate illiteracy in Berks County 

by teaching people the vital reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and language skills needed 

to improve their  quality of life and enable more  
productive employment and  community           

citizenship. 

January – February 2021 

Update on Winter Term 
Happy New Year friends! We hope your holiday season was jolly and bright! The Literacy Council is back and ready to 

receive the new year! We had a great turn-out in our Winter Registration which was held on December 1st. We        

currently have 54 new ESL students and 13 new GED students. A special ‘Thank You’ to Alsace Lutheran Church for 

allowing us to hold our registration at their spacious location. We followed all CDC protocols and kept our new         

students safe during the registration process. Our Spring Registration will be on March 9, 2021 at 9:00 am and 6:00 

pm, location to be determined. Thank you to our wonderful staff for a job well done at one of our biggest registrations 

in a long time! We didn’t miss a beat! We decided back in November that all of our winter term classes would be 

online. So far, the students are doing wonderfully and adapting quite well to this change. We currently use Zoom, 

Google Classroom, Burlington English, and Essential Education. These programs require either a smart phone, tablet, 

or computer. We are hopeful that in the spring we can return to our hybrid (in-person and online) classes. We wish 

you all a Happy New Year and as always, thank you for supporting the Literacy Council of Reading-Berks! 

Are you looking for a washable mask? We have the perfect one! This 

mask is a Champro, the inner layer is 100% unbleached cotton, and the 

outer layer is lightweight polyester. It is a triple layer face mask,           

multi-use, washable, and features two layers of high thread-count  fabric 

to filter air inside of the WOW! outer layer. This fabrication provides 

both filtration and breathability. Support the Council, get yours today 

while supplies last! Please call 610.670.9960 x101 to purchase. 

 

$14.00/ea          

available in Adult 

and Child sizes 



Did you know you can 

give online? 

Go to:  

www.lcrb.org  

click on the $  
symbol at the  

bottom of the page and 

follow the prompts. It is 

easy and convenient! 

 

 

 

                    

Have you checked out 

our Facebook page?  

On our Facebook page, 

you will see highlights 

of events and Literacy 

Council news. We will 

also be posting      

weather-related         

closures, COVID-19     

updates, and other      

important      

information. Please like 

and share our FB page 

with your friends!   

              

 

 

 

 

We need  

volunteer  Tutors!  

Please contact  

Pat Rittenhouse  

pat@lcrb.org 

610.670.9960 x102 

Food for Thought: 

 There's a world of difference between truth and facts.                     

Facts can obscure the truth. ~Maya Angelou  

 

Virtually everyone needs a high level of literacy in both print and digital media to        

negotiate most aspects of 21st century life-succeeding in a competitive job market,     

supporting a family, navigating health information, and participating in civic           

activities. Yet according to PIACC, the Program for the International Assessment of 

Adult Competencies, approximately 25% of Berks County residents lack the             

literacy skills needed for fully productive and secure lives. 25%! 

So far, little research has been conducted to determine how best to incorporate     

digital learning into more effective literacy instruction for adults. The K-12 system 

has developed guiding principles and practices to guide learning and motivation for 

K-12 students, but those approaches need to be modified to account for adults’ 

unique needs and learning goals. Precisely what needs to be taught and how will 

vary depending on the individual’s existing literacy skills, learning goals, age,         

motivation, and cultural and linguistic background. Far more research is needed to     

determine how best to adapt practices to meet the needs of adult learners. Those 

who develop, administer, and fund adult literacy instruction, those who prepare   

instructors, and teachers themselves will have important roles to play in these        

research studies as they work to help all adults meet modern literacy demands. 

I am proud of the Literacy Council staff for jumping into this pool without                

reservation. Some staff members who were hesitant to employ this new method of 

learning (at least in adult education), are modeling for their students and learning 

together. While I shy away from the term “the new normal,” this new normal is       

allowing the Literacy Council to continue providing services to a fraction of the 25% 

of Berks County residents who lack literacy skills.   

I thank you, our volunteers and donors, who are helping us navigate these new 

times. I look forward to continuing our journey in 2021! 

Navigating Digital Literacy in 2021                                                        by Ryan A. Breisch 

 

Brendisi Ferrandino– obtained a job  

Marsalena Parr- obtained a job   

Dawson Kramer- passed GED® Math Exam  

Carole Buffington- passed entire GED® Exam  

Meet Elisa Hammes 

 

 

 

Elisa is a Berks County native; she was born in Reading 

and grew up in Kutztown. She graduated from Pratt    

Institute in 1988 with a bachelor’s degree in Fine Art 

and a certification in teaching art K-12. 

Elisa joined the Literacy Council team in January 2018 

when she enrolled in the English Forward Training and 

her goal was to find a pathway back into teaching      

English as a Second Language after a long hiatus      

working as a graphic designer. Happily, the English    

Forward training did lead her back into the field of     

education. Elisa has been an instructor at the Literacy 

Council since March 2018. The satisfaction and joy she 

reaps from her students, staff and co-teachers is           

immeasurable. In September 2020, Elisa became the 

Supplemental Learning Coordinator to help the Council 

restructure curriculum, learn in the virtual                    

environment, and to    follow COVID-19 safely protocols.  

Throughout her career, her skills and expertise have   

developed along two main branches: one being fine art 

and graphic design. The other, education. Elisa has      

designed logos and graphics for the Literacy Council and 

uses her sketching skills to reinforce vocabulary and                 

comprehension. Conversely, the skills she has gained 

through teaching find their way into her “design mind”.  

Elisa’s first job as an educator was at Language Pacifica, 

in Palo Alto, CA. She taught ESL to teens and adults from 

all over the world. Her deep desire to learn Italian led to 

teaching English in Italy. She taught English as a Foreign 

Language at Dante Alighieri School of Italian Language 

and Culture in exchange for taking classes in Italian. 

When she returned to Philadelphia, she continued 

teaching ESL at Avante Language School and taught     

privately as well. In 2000, she returned to the rolling 

and hills of Berks County and has been living in Dryville, 

PA with her husband and son ever since.  Thanks for all 

your hard work Elisa! 


