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www.lcrb.org 

Literacy Council Board and Staff 

September 1 ESL Registration  09:00 am & 6:00 pm 

September 7 Closed - Labor Day  

September 11 Volunteer Appreciation Open House 08:00 am- 4:00 pm 

September 14 Fall Term Begins  

September 20 Virtual Designer Handbag Bingo  07:00 pm & 9:00 pm 

September 28 Board Meeting  05:30 pm 

October 9 to October 11 Virtual Annual 1 Book, 1 Run   

October 26 Board Meeting  05:30 pm 

October 28 GED Info Session  11:00 am  

Access our website’s Calendar of Events under the Events tab for the most up recent changes. 

35 South Dwight Street 
West Lawn, PA  19609 

GED® is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education (ACE) and administered exclusively by GED Testing Service LLC under license. 

OFFICE HOURS     Effective 09/14/2020 
 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday                                
8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
Tuesday and Thursday                                     
8:00 am to 9:00 pm   
 
IN THIS ISSUE  
 
• A message from our Executive Director 

• Upcoming Events  

• Charitable Giving Considerations for 2020  

PLEASE READ! 
Published Bi-monthly                                        

The Literacy Council helps people better 
communicate, collaborate and contribute 
to their workplace and community.  The 

Council’s vision is to eradicate illiteracy in 
Berks County by teaching people the vital 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and           
language skills needed to improve their  

quality of life and enable more  productive 
employment and  community citizenship. 

Sept– Oct 2020 

 

Message from our Executive Director, Ryan Breisch 

Greetings Friends of Literacy! Like our students, I continue to learn and grow every day. I am very fortunate to have a 

leadership coach, Barry Metz, who meets with me bimonthly.  My growth as a leader over the past five years is due in 

no small part to him. At our last meeting, we talked about COVID 19 and the effect it is having not only on the Literacy 

Council, but in the world. COVID 19 is a paradigm shift (my apologies to the staff for now needing to read those words 

in addition to hearing me say them!).  It is setting us back to zero. Everything we have known as normal/comfortable 

is completely gone – we need to figure out how to do things differently in every area of our lives. 

The Literacy Council is no exception. Everything we are now doing has completely changed: teaching, tutoring,      

working, fundraising.  We are instructing our students through blended, or hybrid, learning. Some students will attend 

classes in-person while others will simultaneously attend virtually. Some staff members telework on certain days to 

minimize the number of people in the building. We are holding a virtual bingo and 5K in the next two months. Who 

would have thought just one year ago that “virtual” and “Zoom” would become so commonplace? 

So, the Literacy Council has reset itself to zero, but more important than that, a paradigm shift also presents               

opportunities.  This is an opportunity for the Literacy Council to plan its future.  Teaching literacy and work skills will 

always be necessary, but the way we teach them has changed. The board has committed to reevaluating our strategic 

plan this fall to uncover the opportunities this pandemic presents. I hope you are willing to join us on this unknown 

journey as we learn how to do things differently at the Literacy Council. 

One thing that has not changed, though, is our commitment to the people who depend on the services we are       

providing. We cannot let them down. I’m proud and humbled to lead an organization that never waivers in putting our 

students first. Thank you for your role in helping us fulfill that mission! 

Paradigm Shift  



Did you know 

you can give 

online? 
Go to:  

www.lcrb.org  

click on the $  

symbol at the  

bottom of the page 

and follow the 

prompts. It is easy 

and convenient! 

 

 

Have you checked 

out our Facebook 

page?  

On our Facebook 

page  you will see 

highlights of events 

and Literacy Council 

news. We will also be 

posting weather-

related  closures, 

COVID-19 updates 

and other important     

information. Please 

like and share our FB 

page  with your 

friends! 

 

 

We need volunteer 

Tutors!  

Please contact  

Pat Rittenhouse  

pat@lcrb.org 

 Upcoming Events! Register today!                                                                             

Food for Thought: 

 "To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you 

something else is the greatest accomplishment.” —R.W.E 

 

Due to the current pandemic and the restrictions it has 

placed on public gatherings, the Educate and Elevate 

Breakfast at the DoubleTree has been canceled. It is       

unfortunate that we had to cancel this event as this was one 

of our biggest fundraisers this year.  If you still would like to 

send in your donations, you may do so via our website or by 

sending a check to our office. Thank you in advance for your 

generosity!  

We will be having our Designer Handbag Bingo 

virtually on Sunday, September 20th from  

7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Participants will receive 

a bingo card with instructions. We are excited 

to try this new way of playing bingo! The               

instructions will also be posted on our website 

at www.lcrb.org. Please register today!  

Our Annual 1 Book, 1 Run will be held virtually from                      

October 9 to 11, 2020.  Once you register, you will be given          

instructions on how to report your run time. Participants will 

have 3 days to choose from to do their walk/run. We will also be 

having a Scavenger Hunt! Please visit our website for details and 

to register!   

Catch the volunteer bug at our Volunteer Appreciation Open 

House! This event will be held at our West Lawn office on          

Friday, September 11th during office hours (8am to 4pm).        

Invitations were sent to our fabulous volunteers in August.      

Donations for this event will be greatly appreciated.  

Meet  Ryan Breisch 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Breisch has been the    

Executive Director of the       

Literacy Council of Reading-

Berks for 10 and 1/2 years. 

Ryan Breisch began his career 

with the Literacy Council of 

Reading-Berks in 1993 when he 

served as a volunteer tutor.  In 

November 1995, he joined the 

staff as the ESL coordinator and 

became the Executive Director in 

2010. A proud graduate of the        

Muhlenberg School District, Ryan 

holds a B.A. in Spanish from 

Kutztown University and serves 

as the Past President of PAACE, 

the Pennsylvania Association of 

Adult and Continuing Education. 

Ryan  recently moved to Lower 

Heidelberg Township with his 

wife Jillian, their three sons,   

Matthew, Benjamin, Andrew and 

mother-in-law, Sandy. When not 

at the Council, Ryan proudly 

serves as Club Master for BSA 

Pack 155 and is active at Alsace 

Lutheran Church.  

Charitable Giving Considerations for 2020                   

(From Wells Fargo)  

Given the extraordinary events surrounding the coronavirus pandemic, 
many of us already have looked for ways to contribute. What you may not 
know is that the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act contains provisions to make it easier to take tax deductions on       
charitable donations in 2020. We have summarized the changes in the 
CARES Act and outlined the possible charitable giving options that you 
may want to consider.  

 

Charitable contribution changes in the CARES Act  

For 2020, there’s no income limit on the deduction of cash gifts to eligible      
charities, excluding donor advised funds or other supporting                    
organizations. (The deduction for cash gifts to donor advised funds is still 
limited to 60% of adjusted gross income.):  

If you’re in a position to make generous gifts, you could potentially offset 
all of your taxable income for 2020.  

Likewise, cash gifts could be used to offset Roth IRA conversion income 
or capital gains realized upon the sale of a concentrated position or real 
estate.  

The CARES Act waived required minimum distributions (RMDs) in 
2020—but qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) are still allowed for 
anyone age 70 ½ or older from a Traditional and Inherited Traditional 
IRA.  

 

Determining the best way to give  

Given the expanded options available, it’s important to determine the 
most suitable option for making charitable gifts for your specific             
circumstances.  

You may want to consider one or more of the following:  

QCDs – distributions are tax-free and not included in adjusted gross       
income. Future RMDs may be smaller since distributions lower the       
year-end balance, which could result in future tax benefits if tax rates     
increase in later years. 

Cash gifts to eligible charities – may be deductible up to $300 in          
addition to the standard deduction. This is a benefit to those who do not 
itemized deductions. You may offset up to 100% of adjusted gross income 
if you itemize your deductions, providing a current tax benefit.  

Stock gifts – provide a current tax benefit if you itemize your deductions 
and allow you to avoid taxation on the stock’s appreciation. Deductions 
for stock gifts are limited to 30% of adjusted gross income when            
contributing to public charities.  

Please contact your financial advisor if you would like to further discuss 
your charitable options. As always, coordination with a tax advisor is     
essential to help provide the best outcome.  


