
 

Please Read! 
June—July 2019 

OFFICE HOURS through August 31 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 8 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday - 8 am to 8 pm 

 

IN THIS ISSUE  

• Readers Win! The Rest of the Story  

• 2019 Awards Dinner 

• Student Achievements 

The Literacy Council is always a flurry of 

activity, no matter what time of year it is. 

As I write this month’s message, we are 

in the middle of a few transitions. First of 

all, after a celebratory luncheon on May 

31, Lil Svenson has now officially retired. 

We welcome Lily Ponce as our new       

administrative assistant. Lily started 

working alongside Lil on May 13, and is 

now ready to go. A native of Puerto Rico, 

Lily will be able to adeptly answer all 

phone calls from our Spanish-speaking 

clients and provide them with the         

assistance they need when I am unable 

to do so. We will have a full feature on 

Lily in our next newsletter. In the     

meantime, stop in and see her! 

 

Another transition occurred in May as 

well.  After five spectacular years, Bob 

Libutti stepped down as our Board    

President due to term limits specified in 

the Council’s Bylaws. For the next year, 

our Board will be under the capable   

leadership of Jason Brudereck who 

served as Board Vice President during 

Bob’s tenure. We are elated to have Emily 

Hershey transfer from Secretary to Vice 

President, Terry Grassley remains as 

Treasurer, and Megan Adukaitis joins the 

Executive Committee as the new        

Secretary. The Board is planning great 

things for the upcoming year, so be sure 

to stay in touch with us to find out more! 

 

Finally, when you have the opportunity, 

stop by the office.  Thanks to employees 

from Alcon, we have a beautifully      

landscaped campus. Additionally, thanks 

to Leadership Berks, our entry area has 

been repainted and freshened up. I hope 

you have a great summer! 

Transitioning 
Ryan A. Breisch, Executive Director 

ryan@lcrb.org 

The Literacy Council helps people better 
communicate, collaborate and contribute 
to their workplace and community.  The      

Council’s vision is to eradicate illiteracy in 
Berks County by teaching people the vital 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and  
language skills needed to improve their  

quality of life and enable more productive 
employment and community citizenship. 



 

2019 Awards Dinner 

This year, we are proud to announce that the 

following individuals were commended for their  

commitment to learning: 

 

Maribel Bastidas 

Mariama Camar 

Maria Carr 

Seiko Gamo 

Epifania Pena 

Sor Beatriz Uribe 

Glenn White 

 

The 2019 Tim Timpson Tutor of the Year Award 

went to volunteer Christine Jancay. A special 

education teacher, she travels from              

Becthelsville to meet with six students every 

Tuesday evening at our West Lawn office. 

Christine’s dedication to bettering the lives of 

others is an inspiration to all. 

Readers Win!— 

The Rest of the Story 

 

Lace Up Your Sneakers 

After what seemed to be a never ending winter and a slow start to spring, we are finally starting to catch an 

occasional glimpse of summertime.  Being out of doors is especially rewarding for families, since the  

opportunity to bond is doubled in the joy of experiencing nature.  

 

On August 10th, the Literacy Council  is hosting  a 5K Walk/Run at the Berks Penn State Campus.   If you 

are not a runner, enjoy a leisurely stroll and raise funds for literacy. Please reference the enclosed flyer and 

registration form. Gather your friends and family and make plans to join in the fun. 

In the April/May Please Read!, we wrote that there 

was a surprise element to the 2019 campaign yet to 

be revealed. 

 

On Friday, May 10, we attended Schuylkill Valley  

Elementary’s assembly with the Reading Fightins.  

The Council sponsors this assembly for the school 

which raises the most money. This year, the grand 

prize raffle winner was from their school.  We were 

honored and excited to present the 32”, flat screen, 

LG color TV to first grader Lucas Witman.   

 

By raising $200 for Readers WIN!, Lucas earned five 

chances to win. Out of 241 raffle entries, lucky ticket 

#150804 was drawn. His parents were on  hand to 

share in the surprise.  

 

Congratulations SVES and Lucas Witman! 



Student Achievements 

ESL/English as a Second Language 

• Maurice Bertrand was promoted to ESL IV 

• Viviana Cabrera was promoted to ESL III and      

obtained her citizenship 

• Kirses Caceres was promoted to ESL IV 

• Christine Lesperance got a new job and a raise 

• Ivonne Tovar found a new job 

• Yesenia Vargas was promoted to ESL IV 

• Dianoelis Vazquez got a new job 

• Carmen Davila obtained employment 

• Marwa Albanawi will be the new office coordinator 

at a local home care facility and was also accepted 

into Penn State Berks for Fall 2019 

• Epifania Pena received an accommodation at her 

job.  For the last 3 years she has positioned herself 

in the top 10 performers chart at the national level 

and has been the top regional performer for the 

same time period. 

 

HEP: High School Equivalency Program 

• Aleea O’Riordan passed the entire GED® exam  

• Miguel Rodriguez and Dennis Zellner passed the 

Language Arts portion of the GED® exam 

 

CHW/Community Health Worker Program 

• M.A., M.B., and Y.S. recently acquired their         

certification as medical interpreters 

Mea Culpa! 
In our last newsletter we expressed appreciation 

for businesses and individuals who helped 

make our March 17th Designer Purse Bingo 

Fundraiser a huge success.  This was our first 

foray into the world of designer purses, as three 

earlier events were vendor Bingos. Although we 

decided to try something different for 2019, 

some of our loyal vendors elected to share in 

the fun and offered up raffle prizes of their 

products to make the afternoon more            

interesting and fun. Sadly, they were            

inadvertently missed in our acknowledgements. 

A HUGE thank you goes out to the following 

individuals:  Kristie Buckwalter, Young Living 

Essential Oils; Nadia Krantz, Cocoa Exchange; 

Cathy Novick, LulaRoe; Lizz Taylor, Stylin’ Tea 

Blends; Marie Trexler, Thirty-One Gifts;       

Jennifer Weidner, Scentsy; and Karen        

Woodworth, Pink Zebra.  

 

In extending our thanks, we accidentally gave 

credit for a purse donation to Gloria Gola who 

is actually Lori Gola.  Without the loyalty of 

these fine folks, the Bingo could not have been 

nearly as profitable.  Please accept our          

apologies, and a sincere thank you for your 

contributions and support! 

Mark Your Calendars!  
 

Saturday,  

August 10, 2019 

 

Penn State Berks 

 

For more information, 
please visit our website 

www.lcrb.com 
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Coming Events: 
All activities at Joan M. Breisch Adult Learning Center, unless otherwise noted. 

 

June 1, 8, 15, 22 Citizenship Preparation Class                             9:00 am 

June 13  Spring Term Ends 

June 14 and 15 English Forward                                                 9:00 am 

June 28                    New Tutor Orientation                                        9:00 am 

July 4-5  CLOSED—Independence Day 

July 29  Board Meeting            5:30 pm 

July 31  HEP Information Session                             11:00 am 

Access our website’s Calendar of Events under the Events tab for the most recent changes. 

www.lcrb.org 

GED® is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education (ACE) and administered exclusively by GED Testing Service LLC under license. 


