
 

Please Read! 
August / September 2018 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday - 8 am to 4 pm  

Tuesday and Thursday - 8 am to 9 pm 

June 18—August 30 we will close at 8 pm on        

Tuesdays. Regular hours resume September 4. 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 50th Anniversary Dinner on Horizon 

 Council Partners with GRCA 

 Technology and the Written Word 

As I wrote in our last newsletter, plans are well 

underway for our huge 50th anniversary gala on 

Thursday, October 18 at the Double Tree by    

Hilton in Reading. This has probably been our 

busiest summer in the twenty-five summers I 

have been here. The Board and staff have been 

actively working behind the scenes to pull this 

together. Your formal invitation will arrive before 

August 31. We sincerely hope you can join us! My 

deepest appreciation is given to Tammy White and 

the Board of Directors of the United Way of Berks 

County. Our anniversary dinner will be held    

during the United Way’s annual “blackout”      

period. As a partner agency of the United Way, we 

are not permitted to raise funds during their 

blackout period. The board of the United Way has 

granted a special, one-time exception to this rule 

for us so that we can celebrate in style in our   

actual anniversary month. 

 

Speaking of the United Way, the Council was    

recently granted a $15,000 Rapid Response Fund 

grant to reinstate ESL classes we were going to 

lose. In June, our final appropriation for our state 

and federal funding came through. Due to state 

budgetary reasons, our allocation was reduced by 

$40,000. Thank you to the United Way for        

allowing us to continue to provide ESL services in 

Berks County! 

 

Again, thank you, our loyal supporters, for what 

you do for the Council! 

  

 

 

Are You Ready to Help Us Celebrate 50 Years? 
Ryan A. Breisch, Executive Director 

Immediate Past President, PAACE (PA Association for Adult and Continuing Education) 

ryan@lcrb.org 

The Literacy Council helps people better 
communicate, collaborate and contribute to 

their workplace and community.  The      
Council’s vision is to eradicate illiteracy in 
Berks County by teaching people the vital 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and  
language skills needed to improve their  

quality of life and enable more productive 
employment and community citizenship. 



 

Promoting Literacy! 
 
September 8th is International Literacy Day. 

Please help us celebrate literacy! Here are some 

ways you can celebrate and help promote literacy 

in our community: 

 

 Give a book to a friend. 

 Read a book to a child. 

 Start reading that book you have been        

meaning to read. 

 Visit the library. 

 Become a volunteer tutor. 

 Make a financial contribution to the Literacy 

Council. You can honor a friend or family 

member “just because,” for a special          

occasion, or make a donation in memory of a 

loved one. 

 Children can request that their guests bring 

a children’s book to their birthday party that 

can be donated to the Literacy Council’s   

Cops ‘N Kids program. 

Student Achievements 

M.S., I.A., and A.H. passed all four subjects to 

pass the GED® exam and earn their high school 

diplomas. 

 

Both L.R. and T.G. passed the Language Arts 

GED® exam. 

 

C.B. passed the Social Studies GED®  exam. 

Council Collaborates 

with the Greater Reading 

Chamber Alliance 

 

Over the last several months, the Literacy Council 

has been working with the Greater Reading    

Chamber Alliance on a grant from the Department 

of Community and Economic Development. We are 

working with second-language learners interested 

in a manufacturing career. The Council provides 

conversational business English instruction to 

complement the Chamber ’s advanced               

manufacturing training. Learn more about the   

program by watching this recent BCTV episode   

featuring Laurie Dawkins and Mark Dolinski.  

  

https://youtu.be/Av-r7USrGqw 

50TH Anniversary Dinner 

Start Your Engines! 
 

When:          Thursday, October 18th 

                    5:30 p.m. 

 

Where:          Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 

 

Guest Speakers:  Jim Meil, Leading Economist  

             ACT Research                                         

                  Beverly Bradley, Greater                     

   Bethlehem Cops ‘N Kids 

 

Plus, an opportunity to win a special Indy 500 

trip to Indianapolis! Your formal invitation will 

arrive by August 31.       



Redner’s Save-A-Tape 

The Literacy Council will accept your Redner's 

Warehouse Markets receipts throughout the year. 

Please drop them off or send them in and we'll 

take care of everything else!  

 

Redner's is committed to the communities of 

which it is a part and wants to help non-profit   

organizations whose members shop in our stores. 

In this interest, Redner's developed the 1%     

Save-A-Tape program. Each member must stop at 

the store office or Customer Service area to get a 

Save-A-Tape card. By using this card each time 

you purchase merchandise at Redner's         

Warehouse Markets, your receipt will be           

designated as a Save-A-Tape customer receipt. 

Reading and Technology 
Lil Svenson, Administrative Assistant 

lil@lcrb.org 
 

A late night television host recently shared a “man on 

the street” segment.  People were asked to name a 

book…any book. Sadly, the majority of folks were   

unable. One person stated that it had been about 

twelve years since reading a book.  

 

As a result, I searched online to determine if the   

technological advances that have been made could 

possibly be impacting reading skills. For those who, 

like me, are curious, I suggest “Reading in a Digital 

Age” by Naomi S. Baron. It is not a very long read and 

seems to give a fairly broad overview.   

 

Illiteracy is not just the inability to read. We’ve tried 

to hammer that point home on more than one       

occasion. Many can read, but not all can reason. 

There is a level of comprehension that is required to 

fully understand the narrative. As we advance into 

the technological age, it becomes even more            

imperative that contemplation of the written word 

and the ability to immerse oneself totally, sans      

distractions, is necessary for retention and            

cognizance. It is important to maintain that personal, 

verbal bond necessary for individual growth, while we 

march into a future bright with technological         

advances.  

 

Hopefully, we will not lose sight of the elegance and 

beauty of the written word. 

Contributors—$250+ 

James & Roula Elliker 

Terry & Sofia Grassley 

Ronald Hunsicker 

Stephen Keiser 

Kevin & Rhonda Ochs 

Patricia A. Snyder 

David & Cynthia Texter 

Elizabeth C. Wolfe 

Edward Yanowski 

Community Fire Co. of Fritztown 

Customers Bank 

Junior League of Reading 

UGI Energy Services 

West Wyomissing Fire Company 



President:  Robert Libutti 

Vice President.  Jason Brudereck 
Secretary:  Emily Hershey 
Treasurer:  Terry Grassley 

Megan Adukaitis 
Bridget Cambria 
James Elliker 
Dr. Roula Elliker 

Ronald J. Hunsicker 
Jackie Kline 
Dr. Arlene Otis 
Sonya Smith 

Patricia Snyder 
Denise Strohmayr 
Jim Wood 

Administrative Staff 
Executive Director:  Ryan A. Breisch 
Associate Director:  Laurie Dawkins 
Case Manager:  Beverly Hirneisen 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Cathy Martin 
Evening Desk:  Rob Rio 
Data Entry Coordinator:  Wendy Rio 
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Instructional Staff 
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Coming Events: 
All activities at Joan M. Breisch Adult Learning Center, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Aug. 3 & 24           HEP Information Session          9:00 am 

Aug. 27        Board Meeting            5:30 pm 

Aug. 28        ESL Registration/Trinity Lutheran Church              9:00 am     

         ESL Registration/Faith EC Church                         5:00 pm 

Aug. 31        Summer Hours End 

Sept. 3         CLOSED—Labor Day 

Sept. 4                   Fall Term Begins  

Sept. 28                 HEP Information Session           9:00 am 

 
Access our website’s Calendar of Events under the Events tab for the most recent changes. 

www.lcrb.org 

GED® is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education (ACE) and administered exclusively by GED Testing Service LLC under license. 


