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Happy 2018! As you know, 2018 is our 50th     

anniversary of providing adult literacy services to 

the residents of Berks County. We had a humble 

beginning in 1968, when 13 women sponsored by  

several community groups joined to address the 

adult illiteracy crisis in Berks County. For the 

first few years, these volunteers worked on their 

own, searching out and helping adults in need. 

Tutoring took place at locations across the county 

and there was no central location for the Council. 

 

In the 1970s, the Council formalized its nonprofit 

organization status by creating a board, writing 

bylaws, starting a tutor-training program based 

on the Laubach tutoring method (still in use    

today), and collecting materials for a lending    

library. By 1980, we were incorporated as a 501(c)

3 non-profit organization, and became a partner 

agency of the United Way of Berks County. By 

1987, the Council was receiving funds from the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE)   

under Title II of the Federal Workforce Investment 

Act.  

Today we remain a partner agency of the United 

Way, and we still receive funds from PDE in   

partnership with Reading Area Community     

College. We are grateful for these partnerships 

and look forward to celebrating them this year. 

 

Please mark your calendars for our 50th            

anniversary celebration on Thursday, October 

18th at 5:30 p.m. at the DoubleTree by Hilton   

hotel in Reading. More details to follow soon, so 

stay tuned! 

 

Thank you for all you do for the Council and its 

students. Because of you, for 50 years we have 

been able to continue providing literacy services 

to our neighbors who need them most. I hope you 

join us this year in celebrating this milestone! 

 

In the Beginning… 
Ryan A. Breisch, Executive Director 

President, PAACE (PA Association for Adult and Continuing Education) 

ryan@lcrb.org 

The Literacy Council helps people better 
communicate, collaborate and contribute to 

their workplace and community.  The      
Council’s vision is to eradicate illiteracy in 
Berks County by teaching people the vital 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and  
language skills needed to improve their  

quality of life and enable more productive 
employment and community citizenship. 



 

Results from the GED® 

Testing Lab 

R.D. passed entire GED® exam 

F.H. passed entire GED® exam 

R.D. passed the GED® Science exam 

C.H. passed the GED® Language Arts exam 

S.R. passed the GED® Social Studies exam 

Other Areas of          

Achievement 

L. R. obtained a job. 

S. R. became an American citizen. 

V.C. stated in excitement that at her last medical 

appointment she did not need an interpreter  

because she understood English better! 

 

Please join us on Sunday, March 18 for our 3rd 

Annual Vendor Bingo Fundraiser. Admission is 

$20 through March 16, and $30 the day of the 

event. Tickets can be pre-purchased on our   

website.    

 

Bring your friends and win fabulous prizes while 

viewing and shopping with vendors that include:  

LulaRoe, Stylin’ Teas, Thirty-One Gifts, Pink   

Zebra, Rodin Fields Skin Care and more. There 

will be many raffle prizes and good food. It will be 

a splendid way to spend a Sunday afternoon and 

escape the winter blues. We hope to see you 

there. Consider making it a family affair! 

2018 Readers WIN!    

Update 

Readers WIN! is currently underway. We will  

provide all of the stats in our next newsletter, 

including the prize winning school and the raffle 

winner of the 24” flat screen television that was 

donated by the Council’s Board of Directors. 

Board of Directors   

Nominations 

The Board Development Committee of the        

Literacy Council Board nominates the following        

individuals to a three-year term to the Board of 

Directors, beginning May 1, 2018: 

 

Bridget Cambria, Esq. 

Emily Hershey 

Ronald J. Hunsicker 

Jacquelyn Kline, Esq. 

Patricia Smith 

 

At the annual meeting on Monday, April 23, 

these nominees, as well as nominees made from 

the floor will be considered by the membership. 



 

Spring ESL Registration  

Updated Locations 
 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

8:15 am at Trinity Lutheran Church 

527 Washington Street, Reading, PA 19601 

AND 

5:15 pm at Muhlenberg Elementary Center 

610 Sharp Avenue, Laureldale, PA 19605 

 

REGISTRATION TAKES 4 HOURS—   

NO LATE ARRIVALS! 

Libraries and Literacy: 

A Formula that Works 

Recently, PAACE announced that it has become a 

resource partner of PA Forward, the Pennsylvania 

Library Association’s outreach initiative.           

PA Forward uses The Five Literacies – Basic     

Literacy, Civic and Social Literacy, Information 

Literacy, Health Literacy, and Financial Literacy – 

to highlight the work libraries are doing,         

powering progress throughout Pennsylvania. 

 

Libraries look to frame their programs using The 

Five Literacies. Libraries are community centers 

of information, technology, and learning. They 

provide a link with workforce development and 

are interested in sharing resources. For example, 

with a library card, anyone can access the online 

databases they have, free of charge. They have 

computers with internet capability that can be 

used. In the area of Financial Literacy, free   

workshops are often available. For more           

information, go to www.paforward.org. 

Because of You 

We invite you, our loyal contributors, to stop by 

the Literacy Council the next time you are in the 

neighborhood. Not only are we proud to be a  

certified GED® testing center, but we recently 

had new carpeting installed in our downstairs 

classrooms. The old carpeting was badly stained 

and worn, and the change has been dramatic. 

We also had the opportunity to remove a wall 

and enlarge our classroom size.  Because of our 

student enrollment, this was another “must”. It 

would be a pleasure to show you around and 

explain how we have grown from an organization 

that started by providing one-on-one tutoring, 

and is now an authentic Adult Education Center. 

Our programs have helped many individuals find  

decent employment and changed lives for      

themselves and their families. None of these   

accomplishments could have occurred without 

your help.   

 

If you haven’t been here for awhile, prepare to be 

impressed with the changes. We are proud of 

what we do and prouder still of our patrons. 

Stop by and see how your vision and support is 

growing and changing the face of Berks County. 

We welcome the opportunity to say Thank You in 

person. 



President:  Robert Libutti 

Vice President.  Jason Brudereck 
Secretary:  Emily Hershey 
Treasurer:  Terry Grassley 

Megan Adukaitis 
Bridget Cambria 
James Elliker 
Dr. Roula Elliker 

Jackie Kline 
Dr. Arlene Otis 
Sonya Smith 
Patricia Snyder 

Denise Strohmayr 
Jim Wood 

Administrative Staff 
Executive Director:  Ryan A. Breisch 
Associate Director:  Laurie Dawkins 
Case Manager:  Beverly Hirneisen 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Cathy Martin 
Evening Desk:  Rob Rio 
Data Entry Coordinator:  Wendy Rio 
Administrative Asst.:  Lillian Svenson 

 

 
 
 

Instructional Staff 

Donald Bickel 
Beth Ann Crippen 
Susan Fineman 
Patricia Rittenhouse 

Pamela Sonon 
Jennifer Thompson 
Ramona Turpin   
Kim Zeintek 

 

Literacy Council Board and Staff 
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Coming Events: 
All activities at Joan M. Breisch Adult Learning Center, unless otherwise noted. 

 

February 16 Teaching Multi-Level Classes                             9 a.m.—12 noon 

February 19 OFFICE CLOSED—PRESIDENTS’ DAY 

February 23 GED® Test Overview Workshop for Tutors        10 a.m. - 12 noon 

February 28 Board Meeting  at DoubleTree by Hilton                        5:30 p.m. 

March 8 Winter Term Ends 

March 12 HEP Registration          8:15 a.m. 

March 13 ESL Registration (see previous page for locations and times) 

March 18 3rd Annual Vendor Bingo                                             1:00 p.m. 

March 19 Spring Term Begins 

March 30 OFFICE CLOSED—GOOD FRIDAY 

 
Access our website’s Calendar of Events under the Events tab for the most recent changes. 

www.lcrb.org 

GED® is a registered trademark of the American Council on Education (ACE) and administered exclusively by GED Testing Service LLC under license. 



Annual Tutor/Student Awards Dinner 

 

Attention, tutors and students! Our Annual Tutor/Student Awards Dinner is scheduled 

for Monday, April 23, 2018, 6:00 pm, at Immanuel UCC, located at Waverly and Brobst 

Streets, Shillington, PA.  

This is a covered-dish dinner. We request that you bring a prepared dish that would feed a 

family of four. Tutors, please encourage students to make and bring foods from their     

native country.  

 

Everyone is welcome. This is a wonderful opportunity for everyone to meet other tutors 

and students. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************************************************** 

DINNER RESERVATIONS 

Tutor’s Name: ________________________________   Phone: ______________________ 

Student’s Name: ______________________________    Phone: _____________________ 

 

# Attending: __________________________________ 

 

Please return dinner reservation form to Council office by:  

April 16, 2018 or call 610.670.9960 



 

2018 Student Award Nomination Form 
 

Please attach more paper if necessary. 

 

Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________________  

 

Tutor’s Name: _________________________________________________________________  

 

We want to recognize all major student accomplishments.  If your student has achieved a goal you 
have not reported, please do it now! 

 

 _____ Citizenship  ______ Library Card 

 _____ Driver’s Permit  ______ Driver’s License 

_____ New Job ______ Job Promotion 

 _____ Passed GED
®

  ______ Other:  

 

I would like my student to receive an Outstanding Student Award because: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for return of entries is March 23, 2018.  All students and tutors receiving awards will be no-
tified the week of April 2.  Awards will be presented at the Annual Tutor/Student Award Dinner on 
Monday, April 23, 2018.  Be sure to attend with your student(s).   Please send your information as 
soon as possible. 

 


